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12 COMMON MISTAKES THAT KEEP AUTHORS
FROM FINISHING THEIR BOOKS

Your book is more than a collection of pages. It can become part of your legacy. Avoid these common
mistakes and keep moving toward publication.

1. Waiting for the perfect time to begin

The perfect time rarely appears. Set aside one uninterrupted hour each day to write. One focused page a day can
become a completed manuscript.

2. Writing without a clear vision

Before drafting chapters, define your book's purpose, ideal reader, central message, and desired outcome. A clear
vision keeps the manuscript focused.

3. Trying to write the entire book at once

Break the project into manageable steps: working title, book summary, chapter outline, introduction, and one
chapter at a time. Finish the next step, not the whole book today.

4. Editing while writing the first draft

Constantly correcting every sentence kills momentum. Complete the first draft before polishing it. You cannot
professionally edit a manuscript that was never finished.

5. Depending on inspiration instead of discipline

Authors finish books by keeping appointments with their work. Choose a regular writing schedule, protect that time,
and write even when you do not feel inspired.

6. Keeping the book idea trapped in your head

Capture ideas immediately. Keep your chapter notes, voice recordings, stories, scriptures, research, and examples
in one organized place so nothing valuable is lost.deClare New Life
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7. Failing to identify the intended reader

A book written for everyone usually connects deeply with no one. Picture the specific person who needs your
message and write directly to that reader.

8. Allowing fear to silence the message

Fear of criticism, rejection, or imperfection has buried too many important stories. Your first draft does not need to
be flawless; it needs to exist.

9. Waiting too long to contact a publisher

Ask for professional guidance early. A reputable publisher can explain manuscript requirements, editing,
formatting, cover design, pricing, distribution, and the steps toward publication.

10. Refusing to visualize the finished book

Ask whether your publisher can provide an early cover concept. Seeing your name and title on a cover can
strengthen your commitment. Visualize the finished book, then work backward through each required step.

11. Setting unrealistic deadlines - or no deadline

Choose a firm but achievable completion date. Divide it into weekly writing goals, review your progress, and adjust
the schedule when necessary without abandoning the project.

12. Forgetting that the book is bigger than the author

Your wisdom, testimony, expertise, or experience may help people you will never meet. Do not let procrastination
bury a message that could become part of your legacy.

YOUR BOOK DESERVES TO BE FINISHED

You do not have to complete the entire journey today. Begin with one hour, one outline, one chapter, and
one decision to keep going. Your legacy is waiting to be written.

deClare New Life
 Publis

hing

SAMPLE · N
OT FOR DISTRIBUTIO

N


